Furman Magazine
Volume 45
Issue 2 Summer 2002

Article 27

6-1-2002

Passing the legacy on
Pam Underwood Thomason '76
Furman University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine
Recommended Citation
Thomason, Pam Underwood '76 (2002) "Passing the legacy on," Furman Magazine: Vol. 45 : Iss. 2 , Article 27.
Available at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine/vol45/iss2/27

This Article is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for inclusion in Furman
Magazine by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines. For more information,
please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.

Furmanalumni news
ALU M N I ACTIVITIES

Passing the legacy on
Recently I was privileged to attend
a legacy luncheon for graduating
seniors. The students participating
in this event shared the common
bond of having parents or grand
parents who were also Furman
alums.
As I prepared an invocation for
this gathering, I contemplated the
meaning of the term "legacy."
According to Webster, a legacy is
"anything handed down from the
past, as from an ancestor or
predecessor." It was quite evident
that these families had "handed
down" their love for Furman and that
their devotion to alma mater would
impact generations to come.
I am proud to say that our family
comes under the legacy category
also! Our oldest daughter, Claire,
is a rising senior. Three years ago,
when my husband (Jim '75) and I
were helping her move into the
residence halls, we were amazed
at how many of our former class
mates were also moving their
freshmen onto campus. You can
imagine the memories that were
recalled during that experience! With
much pride, we will continue the
legacy tradition this fall as our son,
David, becomes a Paladin.
As part of a worldwide family of
approximately 25,000 people, Furman
alumni have tremendous potential
to promote the value of a Furman
education. Indeed, there are many
ways to pass on the legacy. One of
my favorites is working with the
Furman Admissions Network (FAN).
By contacting prospective students
and sharing information about the
university, you can make the
recruitment process more personal.
Alumni can also contribute in a
variety of other ways, such as
planning a class reunion, provi ding
an internship to a Furman student
or serving as a career mentor.
Furman Clubs offer a convenient
way for alumni to meet and network.
More than 50 Furman Clubs have

been established throughout the
country, and their gatherings feature
programs with Furman faculty and
staff, concerts by Furman groups,
sporting events, Summer Send-offs
for incoming freshmen and their
families, and much more. Volunteer
to be a Furman Club president or to
serve on a steering committee to plan
and coordinate club events. To do
so, contact the Office of Alumni
Programs at 1 -800-PURPLE-3 or
visit the Web at www.furman.edu/
admin/alumni.
A legacy also involves giving
to others so that they can enjoy new
opportunities. What better way to
do this than by serving as a class
agent? Class agents stay in touch
with classmates and encourage them
to make a gift to Furman. Due in
large part to the efforts of class
agents, the percentage of alumni who
make a gift to Furman has surpassed
50 percent in recent years. By
supporting alma mater with a gift
of any amount, you help to perpetuate
the value of a Furman education.
We are all part of the Furman
legacy. I encourage you to become
involved in the work of alma mater
and to find ways to share what you
value most about your Furman
experience so that others may
benefit.
- Pam Underwood Thomason '76
The author, a resident of Anderson,
S. C., is the new president of the
Alumni Association.

Furman C l u bs extend w e l c o m e mat

This summer, Furman Clubs across the country
welcomed incoming freshmen into the Furman family
at the annual Summer Send-offs. The New York and
Capital Area (Washington, D.C.) clubs even took the
concept one better by hosting programs to welcome
Furman student interns to their cities.
The annual Atlanta Furman Club summer picnic
was held July 27 at Dean Gardens, Georgia's largest
private home. Alumni, parents and students were
invited to enjoy barbecue, listen to a Furman Singers
performance, and tour the mansion and gardens.
As fall moves into high gear, Furman Clubs in the
Triad area of North Carolina and in Boston are planning
special activities involving some of their favorite
Furm.an professors. And in conjunction with football
games in Nashville, Tenn., September 7 against
Vanderbilt and at Richmond (Va.) September 2 1 ,
Furman Clubs plan tailgates. Alumni i n those areas
should watch for a special mailing.
To learn more about Furman Club events, call
Melanie Krone '94, associate director of the Alumni
Association, at l -800-PURPLE3.
L e a de rs h i p Furman 2002

Leadership Furman is an annual training program for
all of Furman's volunteer organizations. It provides
an opportunity for the university's leading volunteers
to return to alma mater, share ideas, learn about the
newest campus plans, and meet other alumni who are
deeply involved in the activities of the university.
Groups involved in Leadership Furman are the
Alumni Association Board of Directors, Furman Fund
Council, Furman Club presidents, class agents, Parents
Council, Young Alumni Council and Homecoming
reunion committee members.
This year's Leadership Furman program is
scheduled for Saturday, September 1 4. Activities will
begin with lunch and a special welcome from President
David Shi. The volunteers will then attend afternoon
sessions focusing on their areas of interest. The day
will conclude with a tailgate party for the volunteers
and their families, followed by the Paladins' football
game against Elon.
For more information about Leadership Furman
or to become involved in one of the aforementioned
groups, please call 1 -800-PURPLE3.
S p e c i a l H o m e c o m i n g offer for y o u n g a l u m s

All young alumni (from the classes of 1 988-2002) may
register for a special prize for use during Homecoming
Weekend October 1 8-20: a free night's stay at the
Greenville Hyatt, Furman's Homecoming headquarters.
To register, visit www.furman.edu/admin/alumni/
YAC.htm (the Young Alumni Web site) and enter your
full name, class year, phone number and address. One
entry will be randomly selected and the winner will
be notified October I .

